Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

LVE

Support person present: Yes

My name is. My date of birth is-1 977. My contact

details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

I was born in Glasgow. | lived in Barmulloch with my mum,_and dad,-.
My mum and dad both worked. | have two brothers, |l anc | N I s
ten years older than me and [Jilifis seven years older than me. | had a great family
life. | was good at cycling and | played football for a well-known club. | went to
Barmulloch Primary School and All Saints Secondary School. | had no problems at
school, | was always round about top of my class in everything. | was good at sport
and education and did pretty well.

When | was thirteen years old, me and my pal stupidly stole a pedal scooter. We
thought it was just dumped in the park and we had a shot on it. That was my first time
being charged by police. | was done with theft of a motor bike. Round about then, |
started dogging or skipping school and going off the rails a wee bit. Everybody, in the
crowd | was going about with, was dogging school. | hated doing it. | felt stupid. We
started dogging school in the winter. We were standing out in the cold when we could
have been in school. Then it spiralled.
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Newfield Assessment Centre, Johnstone — first stay

| went into Newfield for the first time when | was fourteen years old. | got out and, a
year later, went back in again. There were five separate units. The units were mixed.
In a unit, you could have five guys and six lassies, it varied. The humbers depended
on how many people went to a Panel and got out or went to another establishment.
There was a young kid’s unit in the same building but separate from the older kids.
The residents were aged from newborn babies right up to sixteen. There were kids in
Newfield for their own safety, they were being abused at home. There were other kids
who were out of control. Newfield was run by the council.

The office was in the middle of the four main units. The toilets and the shower were at
either side, so there were eight toilets and eight showers between the four units. The
staff sat in the middle. The staff were pre-occupied doing other stuff, rather than
supervising. Newfield was hell on earth. There was a lot of violence in the unit.

Staff at Newfield Assessment Centre

There was a guy called We called him ‘[SZ . He was one of the

senior members of staff. He was gay. You couldn’t have met a nicer guy.

and (SN vorked at Newfield, in Lomond Unit. jiggljand

HOV were ex-military. [j@lldidn’t take any nonsense [jiiliwas one of the staff who
would lash out at residents.was a bully and a big brute of a man.

Routine at Newfield Assessment Centre

First day

| went into Newfield straight from the Panel, Brian Folan, took me. By that time | was

into taking drugs. | had used heroin but | wasn’t an addict. | was taken to my doctor’s
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Abuse at Newfield Assessment Centre

| was on dihydrocodeine and diazepam four times a day, morning, lunchtime,
dinnertime and before | went to bed. | was zonked, you walked about in a bubble.

The residents gave backchat, were cheeky and flew off the handle. The younger ones

would copy the older ones. Residents would kick off and punch members of staff. The

staff would hit back. It doesn’t make it right. There was a lot of excessive force used

on residents. | saw[gRllhit residents. Anytime | saw that [iZllhad been hit first. el
didn’t hit somebody just for the sake of it. For some of the abuse the staff took, their
reaction was wrong but it was also right. At that time, it was the only way they knew

how to deal with it.

The staff tended not to pick on the bigger boys. The bigger boys were more than
capable of fighting back. It was always the younger ones you would see greeting and
upset. When you asked what had happened, they’d say a member of staff punched
them. | hated seeing bullying in the homes. It happened every day.

HOV was nasty to a lot of the boys and girls but not to me. Usually raising his
voice was enough. If someone answered him back he wouldn’t react right away. He
grabbed boys by the nipple, over their clothes, and twisted their nipple. He got people’s
pressure points and put his finger in the back of your ear or grabbed your hand
between your thumb and finger and pressed hard. People would fall over or scream

loudly.

If a wee boy got punched, it tended to be the one who'd been calling staff for
everything, for hours. It was like somebody just snapping. You had four members of
staff covering four units. If somebody played up in one unit, all the staff would be
through there. Then, there’d be a fight in another unit and all the staff would run
through there. It was mayhem, staff running back and forward. | saw boys with their
noses burst open and black eyes. Some of the violence was totally bizarre. It'd be like
running battles. Members of staff would be getting hit, cups, pool cues and pool balls

would be thrown.
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pressure and was so sorry. He would say he would get me things or give me a big

handful of temazepam. He controlled me with medication.

Reporting of Abuse at Newfield Assessment Centre—- second stay

Three senior members of staff, and another guy, came in and started
asking me questions about Brian. The staff asked where Brian took us and if Brian
had ever touched me._ was pregnant. She slept about but, later
on, | found out that Brian Folan had got || il rregnant. The staff said | had to
take all my clothes off to be given to the police.

Me and |} wwere taken into an interview room at Stewart Street Police Office.
Two police came in. it was unusual for the police to take two people into an interview.
They asked me and |l about Brian Folan, if he was a decent social worker
and if he'd ever done anything inappropriate, like touched you in your privates. [ il
Il s:id to me to tell the police. | didn’t know what | was to tell them. | just sat there.

| spoke to the police about what was going on with Brian Folan. | told the police he
was giving us drugs and making us do this and that. | wasn’t the only one making
accusations. |l spoke to the police, she was pregnant. When you tell police,
who don’t know you, they call you a liar. The police are not going to listen to five kids
who are in a unit, under orders. Any lawyer worth their salt would have ripped us to

bits in a court.

| was asked if Rl had done anything to me or acted inappropriately round
about me. | said that [{i2ll] had done nothing but be nice to me. He once asked me

for a diazepam tablet. That was the only thing he did that could be classed as not right.
| saw (S22l 2 ot because | had to go through to [Sial s unit to get my medication.
He was _ took us out a lot. He did what he was meant to do. He
took us ice-skating and swimming. | think it was more to do with the fact that he was
gay that this was getting asked. Everything about Brian Folan got laid to the side. They
asked more about [zl than they did about Brian. disappeared after that.
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Kibble was bad because it was all male. The boys were aged twelve to sixteen years
old. There were 25 boys to a unit and six or seven units. Every unit was made up of
two units attached to each other, like Mossedge North and Mossedge South. The staff
were in the middle of the two units.

Kibble wasn’t a secure unit as such but it had a secure unit in it. The secure part had
bars on the windows. The secure part was for people that were running away
constantly or the self-harmers. The unit | was in didn’'t have any bars on the windows.
Day boys got a taxi from where they stayed, went to school at Kibble, then went back

home.

A man ca[led ran the brickwork class. When | was in, the head teacher ran away
with £3 million. | think it may have been the church who ran Kibble. The staff tended
to stay away unless there was a commotion. As long as the place was quiet, the drugs
were in and everybody was on an even keel, it was an easy shift. | noticed that with
prison too. There were more staff in Kibble than there had been in Newfield.

Routine at Kibble School — Residential Unit
First day

| think jistlitook me to Kibble and Brian Folan met me there. | went in, what we called,
the Germoline Bus. The bus was blue and pink, the colour of the Germoline tin. | was
in the unit called Mossedge North, it was one of the better units. | was shown my room
and put my gear in it. You didn’t get introduced to other residents as such, everybody
came over because you were somebody new. Nobody sat you down and explained

the rules. There were no rules.
Momings and bedftime

The routine was structured. The units and the classes were spread out. You got up at

8:00 am. You got washed, dressed and went for breakfast. You were told whose class
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Discipline

In Kibble, there was no real discipline but the staff were a bit quicker off the mark to
give you a punch. The worst punishment that was used was not getting home leave at

the weekend. It was used a lot on residents but not on me.

Once everything had calmed down, the member of staff who'd hit the resident would
swap with another member of staff in another unit. That was to try to calm things down,

to stop friction between you and the member of staff who's hit you.

Abuse at Kibble School - Residential Unit

Me and a boy from Paisley were fighting. We were punching lumps out of each other.
The member of staff that was there, tried to break it up. S was
about 6’ feet 4” inches tall and built like a wall. He was about 35 years old. | punched
Sl in the mouth, although | didn’t mean to. [SEll took a hold of me by my arm and
my leg and swung me over the low back sofa. | landed against the wall, my arm went
into the plasterboard and made a hole. set about me and kicked me all over.

There were staff in Kibble who’d worked there for years. They'd taken shit off residents
for years. The way | looked at it was, if you're going to hit somebody, expect to get hit
back. There were a lot of times the staff did the hitting. They went in heavy handed.
On about six occasions, | saw boys being restrained and getting bad doings. | saw
members of staff fighting with each other.

Members of staff picked on specific people. It tended to be the smaller people. The
way some residents got treated was appalling. ||| I vscd to pee the bed
and pee in the sitting room. -was a tiny, frail guy. He was about thirteen years
old. Whenever you saw him, he had bruises on his arms, black eyes and a burst
mouth. The staff called him for everything. They called him, a fucking manky bastard.
-might have been doing wrong but what was the reason for him doing wrong?
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sixteenth birthday. | think social work knew, by the way I'd been, that | was going to
jail. Between the ages of sixteen to 21 years old, from 1993 to 1998, | was never out
of Longriggend. My charges gradually got worse until | was doing right bad stuff. I've
been in every jail in Scotland.

Longriggend was hell on earth for everybody. The shortest time | spent there was a
three week remand. The longest time was on a due course of law warrant, when you
were fully committed for trial on Indictment. The least time spent then was 110 days.
A lot of the times, | got extensions of time, so you could be in for five months, on

remand. It was always Indictments that | was on.

Longriggend was a centre for young offenders, run by the Scottish Prison Service.
There were about 250 inmates, aged from 16 to 21 years old.

Tam Cowan, who's on the radio, was a screw there. Other members of staff were Neil
Webb and Paul Haran. was a Supervising Officer, a step below a

governor. || I 2'so worked there.

Routine at Longriggend Remand Centre
First day

You went into what was called the ‘dog boxes’. You got changed and sat in there until
the screws were ready to take you to the allocation hall, which was D Hall. You spent
a couple of nights in D Hall. Depending on who you knew and whether you were wide
enough, you might be put to one of the other halls. When you got put to the other halls,
it was mayhem constantly. No-one sat down and told you the rules. You just had to
get on with it.

One time | was remanded and was on the prison bus going to Barlinnie. Brian Folan
got on the prison bus. He had been remanded for shooting a moneylender. Brian Folan
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Abuse at Longriggend Remand Centre

Violence in Longriggend was every day. The screws were brutal. | got one doing but
other people got doings too. One side of the shift was called the Dog Squad. You were
entitled to nothing, you qualified for nothing and you got nothing, when they were on.
You got your dinner and that was it. You got no recreation. The Dog Squad were nasty.
They used to play mind-games, saying to inmates that another inmate had stuck him
in, so that boys would be stabbed and slashed. The Dog Squad would sit laughing.
That was their form of entertainment. It was like Gladiator, the screws picked people
to fight. As soon as you were cheeky with a screw, they'd set about you or they'd get

another inmate, who was well known and had done a bit of time, to set about you.

The second time | was in Longriggend, | was nearly killed. | was sixteen years old. It
was the year the Lottery came out, 1994.used to call me a junkie
bastard every time | went by him. He was right, | was a drug addict. | had access to a
lot of drugs inside because of the people | knew. It must have pissed him off. | went
by him one day and he slapped me on the back of the head. | turned round, punched
him and put him on his arse. | knocked him out. What a blunder that was.

117. S oot back up. Other screws had restrained me and were taking me to the
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digger, to solitary confinement. They got me a lock, my arms and my legs were up my
back. was running at the side of me, kicking me with a pair of steel toe-
capped boots on. | can’'t remember much about what happened, other than seeing
flashes to my face, when | was getting kicked in the face. | got flung into a cell.

By a pure fluke, a screw, wee Rab, was on that night. Rab saved me. He used to give
me newspapers that were lying around. Rab had gone to my cell and realised | wasn’t
in it but | was still marked on the hall board as being in. Everything in the jail is run on
numbers. If you get moved from one hall to another, the first hall has to take you off
their numbers and you get added to the next hall's numbers.
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Records

| haven’t done anything to get my records but I'd like to see them. | don't hold out much
hope that my records are there. | think they’ll have disappeared or been destroyed.

Lessons to be Learned

Away back then, | don’t think | merited going to assessment centres. | was clever at
school and had sporting achievements. Somebody should have spent more time with
me and have seen that | was somebody who needed put on the right path.

There should have been more supervision of Brian Folan by senior social workers. He
had a free rein to do what he wanted.

Other information

| hope by speaking to the Inquiry, it stops some other person from going through what
loads of us have gone through. Everything is a bit more above board in places like that

now but you still get bad in everything. Senior social workers have a lot to answer for.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

LVE

Signed

Dated...z.?/f (RS
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